Resolution 
of the Forum of non-governmental environmental organisations of the Dniester River Basin «Eco-Dniester-2008» held in Chisinau on October 2-3, 2008 

(56 participants representing 38 non-governmental organizations) 


On October 2-3, 2008, the International Environmental Association of River Keepers «Eco-TIRAS» that unites 50 non-governmental organizations of the Dniester River Basin have organized in the framework of the International Conference “Transboundary Dniester River Basin Management and the EU Water Framework Directive” the third Forum of non-governmental environmental organizations of the Dniester River Basin “Eco-Dniester-2008”. 

The Forum examined the environmental situation in the Dniester River Basin, the measures taken by the states of the river basin on management of the natural resources and the issues of public participation in development and implementation of solutions for environmental enhancement of the Dniester basin. 

Results of the discussions: 

1. The Forum certifies that environmental condition of the Dniester River has deteriorated over the past decade and no significant practical progress in cooperation of the states in the Dniester basin on coordination and sustainable management of water and other natural resources as well as in conservation of ecosystems was reached. 

2. The Forum mentions the progress in preparation of the actual intergovernmental agreement draft on the basin and urges the governments and the presidents of the states in the Dniester River Basin to sign it without delay and to start implementation in order to ensure integrated river basin management. All stakeholders, including the public, should be involved in the work of the international river commission after its creation. 

3. The Forum marks a very poor progress in implementation of the Water Framework Directive, and urges the governments of Moldova and Ukraine to fulfil its cross-border cooperation in the Dniester River Basin according the guidelines of this document. 

4. The Forum welcomes the decision of the Parliament of Moldova to declare the Day of the Dniester but suggests transfer of this date to the second Sunday of July. The Forum invites the authorities of Ukraine to adopt a similar decision and calls upon the Ministry of Environment Protection of Ukraine and the Committee on Water Resources of Ukraine to initiate the process of taking decision on establishing the Day of the Dniester. 

5. The Forum drew attention to the fact that disastrous consequences of the summer floods in 2008 have been strengthened by the criminal and irrational management of the land and forest resources in the basin of the Dniester and domination of the departmental interests over the national economic and environmental interests. 

6. The Forum welcomes a certain openness shown by the mandatory persons representing the governments of Moldova and Ukraine in a process of development a document on the stakeholders’ participation in the work of this body, however, it draws attention that the document does not stipulate the physical presence of the persons involved in negotiations. In addition, the website www.dniester.org doesn’t function for 9 months and not perform its functions to provide information for all stakeholders. The Forum urges the mandatory persons to take urgent measures for the document implementation and mentions importance on adequate participation of all stakeholders. The Forum mentions the extremely poor implementation of the Aarhus Convention in both states. 

7. The Forum considers that the community of non-governmental organizations in the Dniester basin should concentrates on the following priorities in the near future: 

a. Implementation of the ongoing comprehensive environmental monitoring and public control over compliance of the environmental legislation; the use, if necessary, the courts and strengthening the information and educational activities in promoting the principles of integrated water and related resources management among decision makers and population; 
b. Facilitation of the Dniester basin states in development and implementation of the principles of integrated river basin management, the provisions of the Water Framework Directive of the European Union at the national and transboundary levels; 
c. Assistance of the public authorities in identifying and protection of the valuable natural sites and its effective management; 
d. Public participation in the international projects and negotiations on the Dniester River issues to ensure the priority of public interests in the decision making process; 
e. Public capacity building, especially for the local NGOs, providing the legal capabilities for full participation in the decision making process on the Dniester River Basin environmental issues; 
f. The participation of NGOs in developing measures to reduce the risk of emergencies, accidents and disasters in the Dniester River Basin; 
g. Advocating the importance of the Dniester, including a Day of the Dniester on the second Sunday of July each year. To urge the parliaments and the governments of Moldova and Ukraine to establish the unique date of celebration of the Day of the Dniester. 
h. Cooperation with the authorities, especially in the purposes to guarantee the law enforcement procedures on development and adoption of projects and plans with regard to the impact on the environmental situation in the basin; 
i. Promotion of the requirements of the international law according to the Aarhus Convention and the Espoo Convention, if necessary, addressing to the committees that is watching over these and other international agreements; 
j. Promotion of the principles of integrated water resources management in the tributaries, creating sub-basin committees 
k. Practical steps to restore and maintain in good condition the water protection zones of rivers and reservoirs, including restoration of the environmental network; 
l. Efforts to raise awareness of people, decision makers and the public in river basin management. 

Adopted Oct. 3, 2008 
Chisinau, Moldova
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