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The Kick Off Meeting of A BLACK SEA NETWORK PROMOTING INTEGRATED NATURAL 

WASTEWATER TREATMENT SYSTEMS - WASTENET project funded by the Black Sea 
Programme of the EU in the framework of its 2nd Call for Proposals will be held on August 29-
30 in Chisinau. 
 
The Meeting will be hosted by ECO-TIRAS, which is the  Moldovan Partner in a Consortium that 
includes 9 Partners from 7 countries.  
 
WASTENET Is a joint action network which aims at motivating the widest possible audience 
of local and regional authorities of the participating Black Sea countries (Romania, Georgia, 
Moldova, Armenia, Ukraine, Turkey and Greece) to develop and apply Natural Treatment 
Systems (NTS), and in particular the Constructed Wetlands (CWs), for the wastewater 
treatment of their remote rural communities. 
 
Led by the Water and Sewerage Municipal Enterpise of Kavala from Greece and with a budget 
of over 630,000 euros, the WASTENET consortium will undertake over the next two years a 
number of major activities designed to assess the current situation, develop a communication 
strategy and create local networks in order to promote the use of Natural Treatment Systems in 
the field of Waste Management. 
 
The development of a common environmental-friendly approach to waste management across 
the Black Sea is expected to have particularly important beneficial impact on rural communities, 
something that is particularly welcomed in these times when territorial cohesion has become a 
major issue. 
 
Georgios Sylaios, the Scientific Coordinator of the project and Professor at Democritus 
University of Trace in Greece, considers that " Natural Treatment Systems represent today a 
truly viable option capable to address the need of local rural communities, foster their 
cooperation with regional knowledge-carriers and help combine the protection of environment 
with the improvement of the quality of life for thousands of people, it is a practical way to 
promote the acquis communautaire". 
 
From his side Christos Tsochataridis, the President of DEYAK, the Utilities entity from Kavala, 
Greece, that heads the Partnership, underlined the commitment to support the effort to turn this 
cooperation into "a broader and sustainable Partnership in the larger Black Sea Basin Area". 
 
Ilya Trombitsky of Eco-TIRAS declared that it is expected that the project will have a positive 
impact on minimization of nitrogen pollution of ground and surface waters in Moldova and the 
whole Black Sea region as well as of the sea. 


